A Pr È s -C ou P P s yC h oA nA ly t iC A s s o C i At i o n
This presentation will introduce Lacan's ideas about the relationship between language and psychoanalysis. We will address both the way that an appreciation of modern linguistics may affect our understanding of psychoanalysis and how psychoanalytic experience informs our appreciation of language. Transference is the enactment of the sexual reality of the unconscious. With this proposition Lacan explains to us that transference is not the reproduction of something that happened in the past. It is an act, with the structure of a fiction, where the truth of the subject is articulated. Narcissism is a fundamental aspect of subjectivity that cannot be reduced to the domain of the imaginary, since it involves the very structure of the subject of enunciation. This presentation will return to Freud's notion of narcissism and develop it in light of Lacan's formulation of the relation between the subject of enunciation and the subject of the statement. Lacan introduced the notion of the object a [l' objetpetita] as a solution to the contradictions inherent in the psychoanalytic notion of the object. We will examine the chronological development of this concept, situating it in the Imaginary, then in the Symbolic, and then in the Real orders, and addressing its significance in the analytic cure. With the establishment of the fundamental rule and its counterpart, the evenly suspended attention on the part of the analyst, Freud sets the very foundation of psychoanalytic practice. Psychoanalytic practice unfolds around a particular way of listening, which reckons with the separation between knowledge and truth proper to the subject of language.
suggested readings: S. Freud, Paperson technique,1911 -1915 theQuestionoflay Analysis,1926 . The death drive introduces both a limit and a vacuum in the interplay of the drives. We will study this interplay as well as the specific nature of the death drive, its relation to jouissance, and the role it plays in sublimation. In every act of speech, in sudden blanks and memory lapses, in unawareness and parapraxis, the unconscious emerges and surprises us: an unknown desire and an unknown truth are at stake. Freud believed that the disappearance of symptoms would mark the end of an analytic cure. Returning to Freud's position on this matter, we will study the development of the concept of symptom and its articulation in Lacan's understanding of the end of an analysis.
suggested readings: J. Lacan: Seminar XXIII, lesinthome,1975/76 . meeting place: All meetings will take place at the School of Visual Arts, 214 East 21st Street, New York City. Please ask at the front desk for the room number. registration: Attendance is free for all members of Après-Coup as well as for the faculty and students of the School of Visual Arts. Attendance for others is $20 per session; for students with ID, $10 per session.
